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MINUTES 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ELIZABETH C-1 SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD ROOM, ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
September 17, 2009 

___________________________________________________________ 

AGENDA ITEMS 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Director Stone at 
7:00 p.m.  Directors Arellano, Lyons, and Stone were present.  Directors 
Hill and Yancey were absent. 
 

 

      3.5 Education Showcase:  FHS 
Mr. Steve Thiessen presented to the Board.  Mr. Thiessen asked some 
students to address the Board on the changes this year at FHS.  Two 
students from Student Council, Anna Long and Jarrett McAllister, 
presented on the start of Student Council and the things they are going to 
cover through the Council.  They have started a student newsletter.  
Megan Pointer addressed the Board about the clubs that they have started.  
They have started a radio club where they will be broadcasting.  They 
have an engineering and bridge building club.  Mrs. Riggle, the Math 
Teacher gave a little overview of the club.  Mr. Thiessen gave a brief 
overview of the Year Book Club.  The young readers club will be visiting 
some schools and preschool to read to the kids.  Taylor Randa gave an 
overview of her experiences when she went on this year’s Experiential 
Trip.  Mr. Collings addressed the Board on the student portfolios that they 
have started.  Mr. Wayne Bodicker, from the Knights of Columbus 
presented a $100 check to go towards the matching fee for an AED that 
they are hoping to obtain through a grant.  Mr. Thiessen presented two 
certificates of appreciation, one to Janice Rossi, and another to Gary and 
Valerie Woirhaye for their help with Frontier.  Mr. Thiessen reported that 
they are currently at 55 students and he has interviews with three more 
students next week. 
 
Director Arellano recommended that FHS look into the University of 
Missouri program that makes outdated broadcast equipment available to 
schools in need.  He also suggested new FHS student body reach out to 
other schools and promote FHS while learning more about other schools. 
 

 

      4.0 Approval of Agenda/Additions/Deletions/Blanket Motion 
 

 

Motion 
Second 

Aye 

 
X 
X 

 
 
 

X 
 

X 

 
 

X 

 
 
 

4.1 A motion to approve the Regular Board of Directors Meeting 
Agenda, for the September 17, 2009 meeting, as presented. 
 
 

Motion 
Carried 

      5.0  Approval of Minutes 
Director Stone had a number of minor additions to the minutes.  The 
minutes were held over until the next meeting because there was not the 
required quorum at the meeting to approve them. 
 

 

      6.0 Financial Report 
Director Patera reported that the cash on hand in our two accounts is 
$4,743,819.53       
 
6.1 Financial Statement 
Director Patera reported that the statements are for activity through the 
end of July, therefore only one month into the new fiscal year.  On a 
percentage basis that is 8.33% through the year.  We did have property tax 
collections but it was for the prior fiscal year and so it is not reflected in 
these financials. 
Overall spending is slow for the general fund.  Professional development 
at EHS is a little high because there were several teachers over the 
summer that went to training for AP class instruction.  Director Patera 
drew attention to location code 800, which shows on the expenditure 
summary page is a little higher than the 8.3%.  This is due in large part to 
the district’s liability insurance premium which they pay upfront at the 
beginning of the fiscal year, plus there was a large payment for assessment 
testing to NWEA. 
 

 

      Director Stone asked if Director Patera could show the revenue for 
Childcare.  Director Lyons suggested that he also show the revenue for 
Food Service. 
 
Audit – Director Patera reported that the auditors started last week and 
finalized their field work today and should have a draft by mid to late 
October. 
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SHE Pump – the pump is fixed and all tests on water quality came back 
within the normal range.  They did get a second opinion from Hammaker 
and they concurred with Colorado pump’s assessment.  Director Patera 
added that they will be closely monitoring the water levels in the well to 
ensure that the pump will not be operating at low water levels. 
 
Director Arellano noted that the scoreboard at the Middle School looks 
really good.  Director Patera said that was thanks to efforts by Pamela 
Eschief. 
 

 

      Chris Cline, the Athletic Director, reported to the Board about the use of 
the lower field and why the team prefers the upper field.  The girls prefer 
the enclosed dug outs and the scoreboard.  The lower field is often used 
for practices. 
 
Director Cline also addressed the Board on the influenza 
recommendations for activities that he is using with the coaches.  Coaches 
are checking with students before practice to ensure that students do not 
have symptoms of flu-like illness.  If they do have symptoms they are 
sending them home.  They are also trying to emphasize personal hygiene, 
frequent and thorough hand washing practices; good respiratory hygiene 
including coughing and sneezing into a tissue or your upper arm; avoiding 
spitting and not sharing water bottles.  Director Cline said that they have 
spoken with the Jefferson County Schools about using foggers and other 
cleaning practices for lockers, equipment and rooms.  Our custodians are 
doing a great job cleaning surfaces but foggers can cause mold or rust. 
Cleaning balls is almost impossible because we use leather balls.  If we 
spray them down it will damage the leather.  Also they have said that after 
about four people touch the ball it is as if they had not done anything.  
They are asking athletes to wash their uniforms more frequently. 
 

 

      7.0 Correspondence/Communication 
 

 

      7.1 Opportunity for Audience Input 
None 
 

 

      7.2 Administrative Reports 
 

• Ellen Thompson 
Ellen Thompson was not available tonight so Mr. Jim Trevino 
reported on her behalf.  Mr. Trevino reported that the Safety 
Committee met last week and that they decided that it would be 
good to have a sub committee formed for planning on pandemic 
illness procedures.  Every Friday the health aid or attendance 
secretary is reporting the number of students with flu-like symptoms 
as well as confirmed cases of H1N1.  Ellen Thompson, the District 
Nurse, has requested that the Health Aides encourage parents to 
keep their students home until they are symptom-free for 24 hours 
without any medication.  This has been communicated on our 
website and it was suggested maybe using our reverse call system to 
communicate this to our parents. 
 
Ingrid Betts, Nurse Manager with Elbert County Public Health, 
addressed the Board on the H1N1 issue.  She stated that when it was 
first seen in Mexico H1N1 was killing people and has therefore 
raised concerns.  What we have seen now that it is here is that it 
appears as a very mild flu.  If the virus does not mutate and stays as 
is we should get through this pretty well.  The flu season will very 
likely last until the end of the year.  Currently in the US there are 
about 1300 people in hospitals with probable H1N1.  In Colorado, 
as of this week we have 66 people hospitalized and they are under 
the age of 24.  They are seeing very little in older people.  Ingrid 
said that the district is on the right track and the trickiest piece is to 
get people to stay at home for at least 24 hours after the symptoms 
have stopped.  Ingrid commented that the district seems to be right 
on top of things with regards to cleaning the facilities.  The CDC is 
recommending that you need not do any more than you usually do.  
Ingrid handed out a page with bullet points for Flu/H1N1 and also a 
copy of a guide for parents provided by CDC.   
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Ingrid said that there may be a vaccination in the near future that 
they would bring to the schools for free but this would be for the 
priority groups first – under 24 and 24 – 65 with underlying health 
issues. 
 
Board members wondered about putting information about how 
many cases we have in the district on our website.  Ingrid suggested 
rather than putting on pages of information that we might put up a 
link to CDC.gov or Flu.gov.   
Next Steps:  We will put something on the website indicating how 
many cases of students with flu-like symptoms we are seeing within 
our schools. 

 

 

      Board members requested that Principals make sure that any 
information, such as the bullet points, which they receive, should be 
handed out to staff so that they have the information available to 
answer questions and concerns from parents. 
 

 

      • Jim Trevino 
The Elizabeth Education Foundation will be meeting with staff on 
Oct 1st to talk about mini-grants and then on the 15th they will be 
screening the grant applications and announcing them early in the 
fall. 
 
Mr. Trevino handed out a homecoming schedule. 
 
On September 25th there is an inservice day – Mr. Trevino handed 
out a schedule for that day also. 
 
Curriculum Update.  Mr. Trevino is having meetings with the 
Principals to see where the curriculum concerns are.  It used to be 
that the curriculum was on a cycle for updates and for a few years 
that has not happened but they are looking to get it back on some 
kind of cycle.  Mr. Trevino is looking into preparing a plan to see 
where our needs are. 
 

 

      • Douglas Bissonette 
Supt. Bissonette handed a written report to the Board and invited 
questions.  He added that on October 15th he will be presenting on 
Accreditation and AYP.  In addition to changes that are being made 
by the State around AYP, they are also making changes to standards 
which will include some of the 21st century skills.  It will be a 
comprehensive review and the State Board will be adopting the new 
standards by the end of the calendar year. 
 
Supt. Bissonette reminded the Board about three of the CASB 
meetings that will be coming up.  The most important one probably 
being the Annual Convention in December 2009. 
 
Director Stone mentioned to Supt. Bissonette that on the Wednesday 
before the CASB Winter convention the Board usually gets together 
with the Superintendent to go over goals and asked if he was open to 
that.  Supt. Bissonette is very open to such a meeting. 

 

 

      7.3 Board Discussion  
 

• Back-to-School BBQ 
The BBQ will be on September 25th at the High School.  The Board 

will be cooking and serving lunch from 11:30-1:00.  Board Members 
should be available at about 9:30 am to start the preparations. 

 
Director Lyons asked whether the high school is planning to include 

some students to go to the CASB Annual Convention Student track this 
year. 

Director Arellano asked whether maintenance has a piece of 
equipment that could groom the area around the track at the middle 
school.  There have been some complaints from the cross-country runners 
about pot holes and weeds. 
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8.0 Unfinished Business 
 
9.0 Action Items 

 

 

      9.1 Approval of Personnel  
The Board were asked to approve the following Termination, 
Resignation, New Hires, and Changes: 

 
Termination 

A. Josh Slack, Asst. Golf Coach, EHS 
 

Resignation 
B. Heather Witten, Class Sponsor, EHS 

 
New Hires 

C. Mary Teeters, SpEd Para Attendant, RCE 
D. Melody Kilpatrick, SpEd Para, Bus, RCE 
E. Melody Kilpatrick, SpEd Para, Classroom, RCE 
F. Heather Ashton, Para, Playground, RCE 
G. Tiara Noe, Para, Playground, RCE 
H. Vicky Rambo, Para – Lunch Room, RCE 
I. Wendy Hiserote, SpEd Para, RCE 
J. Jeannine Mosier, SpEd Para Attendant, RCE 

 
Changes 

K. Richard Kolms, Trip Diver, Transportation 
L. Tawnja Harty, Pre-K, SHE 

 
The Board asked to table 9.1 because some of the paperwork was missing 
some required information regarding reference checks. 
 

 

Motion 
Second 

Aye 

 
X 
X 

 
 
 

X 
 

X 

 
 

X 

 
 
 

A motion to table 9.1  

 

Motion  
Carried 

      9.2 EMS & EHS Coaches & Sponsors 
The Board had questions about whether some of the contracts are 
replacements.  They also questioned why there was no Excel spreadsheet 
with the list of names and amounts. 
 

 

Motion 
Second 

Aye 

X 
 

X 

 
 
 

 
X 
X 

 
 

X 

 
 
 

A motion to table 9.2. 

 

Motion  
Carried 

      9.3 Approve Staff Flu Shots 
 
The Board discussed whether the district should pay for the flu shot and 
whether they should pay for the H1N1 shot when it becomes available.  
Since we do not know the cost of an H1N1 vaccination at this time, the 
Board agreed to pay up to $30 for the H1N1 shot for staff members. 
 

 

Motion 
Second 

Aye 

X 
 

X 

 
 
 

 
X 
X 

 
 

X 

 
 
 

A motion to approve paying for H1N1 flu shot and regular Flu Shots for 

staff up to a maximum of $30 per shot. 

 

Motion  
Carried 

      10.0 Information Items 
 

 

      11.0 Executive Session 
 

 

Motion 
Second 

Aye 

X 
 

X 

 
 
 

 
X 
X 

 
 

X 

 
 
 

A motion to move into Executive Session to discuss Personnel under 
C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(f) at 9:07 p.m.  
 
 

Motion 
Carried 

Motion 
Second 

Aye 

X 
 

X 

 
 
 

 
X 
X 

 
 

X 

 
 
 

A motion to move out of the Executive Session at 9:45 p.m. 
 
 

Motion 
Carried 

      12.0  Adjournment 
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Motion 
Second 

Aye 

X 
 

X 

 
 
 

 
X 
X 

 
 

X 

 
 
 

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 
 
 

Motion 
Carried 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Rick Stone, President 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Marcia Beach-Lyons, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Randy Arellano, Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recorded by:  J. Aquino 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


